
Conserving wet meadows and water for:  irrigated agriculture,

wildlife and fisheries habitat, groundwater recharge, and

landscape resiliency in ways that matter to people.

WATER 4 

The Intermountain West Joint Venture (IWJV)

established Water 4 to conserve working

wet meadows and water in ways that matter

to people. The IWJV has developed spatial

planning tools that track wetland dynamics

and surface water trends (wetland habitat in

space and time) by month, over 35+ years,

across the 11 states of the Intermountain

West. This powerful science enables

strategic implementation of partner-driven

projects benefitting people, wildlife, and the

landscape.

Irrigated lands comprise over 60 percent of

wetland habitat in the snowpack-driven systems

of the Intermountain West.  The greatest threat

to wetlands in this region—and the migratory

bird networks they support—is climate change

and the associated landscape drying that leads

to wetland loss. This effect has reduced the

availability of wetland habitats across large

portions of the West by nearly 50 percent over

the past two decades. Conserving irrigated wet

meadows contributes to system-wide resiliency

by providing key habitat for migratory birds,

sustaining floodplain function, recharging

aquifers, and supporting agricultural communities.

http://iwjv.org/water
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WATER 4
TOOLBOX

SCIENCE to identify vital working wetlands;

Science to Implementation to enhance

access to and use of science for strategic

conservation, from field implementation to

funding and decision making.

CAPACITY to address conservation

bottlenecks and work through existing

partnerships to increase the pace and scale

of conservation. Adding capacity requires

putting the right people with the right skills in

the right place.

COMMUNICATIONS to advance conservation

through stories about partnership-driven

conservation efforts, outcomes, and the

tools that get the job done.

APPROACH
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https://iwjv.org/solution-based-science/
https://iwjv.org/solution-based-science/science-implementation/
https://iwjv.org/initiatives/
https://iwjv.org/news/
http://iwjv.org/water

